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NOTICE OF RACE  
 
● The Organising Authority (OA) is Howth Yacht Club CLG.  
● The notation ‘[NP]’ in a rule means that a boat may not protest another boat for breaking that rule. 
This changes RRS 60.1. 
 
1. RULES 
 
The Event will be governed by the ‘Rules’ as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the Irish Sailing 

Prescriptions to the Racing Rules of Sailing for 2025–2028, the International Fireball Class Rules in force 
at the time of the event, this Notice of Race (except as any of its provisions are altered by the Sailing 
Instructions) and the Sailing Instructions (SIs).  
 
2. LIMITATIONS OF EQUIPMENT 
 
NOT USED 
 
3. ADVERTISING 
 
NOT USED 
 
4. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 
 
4.1 General 
The Regatta is open to boats of the International Fireball Class whose helm and crew are members of a 
National Fireball Class Association recognised by Fireball International. 
 
4.2 Entry Procedure 
Entries will be accepted through the Howth YC web site (https://www.hyc.ie/open-events).  The entry 
fee will be €130. A discounted entry fee of €70 is offered when both helm and crew are under 25 years 
of age on the first day of the regatta. The closing date for entries is close of business on June 10th 2026. 
Subject to numbers, late entries may be accepted at any time after the closing date but will be required 
to pay a late entry fee of plus €150 and no discount will be available for junior entries. 
 

  

 
 

      Irish Fireball Association 
 

Championship of Ireland 
 

June 19th to 21st, 2026 
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4.3 Entry Disclaimer 
It is the Competitor’s decision to enter the Regatta or to start in any race.  Competitors shall accept that 
their participation in the Regatta is at their sole exclusive risk in every respect.  By way of entry to the 
Regatta, competitors shall indemnify Fireball International, the International Fireball Association of 
Ireland, Howth YC, their officers, members, servants and agents in respect of all claims and demands of 
whatever nature which may be made upon them in connection with or howsoever arising from their 
participation or intended participation in the Regatta. Competitors shall acknowledge that Fireball 
International, the International Fireball Association of Ireland, Howth YC, their officers, members, 
servants and agents accept no responsibility in respect of loss of life, personal injury or loss or damage 
to property which may be sustained by reason of their participation or intended participation in the 
Regatta or howsoever arising in connection with these events. 
 
4.4 Parental consent 
All sailors under the age of 18 on the first day of the regatta must produce a signed parental consent 
form. Failure to do so shall result in exclusion from the event. The form is available at registration.  
 
4.5 Insurance 
Each participating boat shall be insured with valid and adequate third-party liability insurance. All owners 
/ competitors who sign the entry forms are deemed to have made a declaration that they hold such 
cover. Owners / competitors not holding appropriate cover shall withdraw their entry.  
 
4.6 Sea worthiness and safety 
Each participating boat shall be seaworthy and maintained in a suitable condition to participate safely in 
the event. Each boat shall be equipped with a suitable painter not less than 10m long. The end of the 
painter shall be fixed to the boat in a manner that allows ready to the line in the event of a safety boat 
needing to take a boat in tow. 

 
5. COMMUNICATION  
 
5.1. The SI will specify the location of the Official Notice Board.  
 
6. SCHEDULE 
 
6.1 Nine races are scheduled.  
 
6.2 Briefing 13.00 Friday, June 19th at Howth YC forecourt. 
First Warning Signal: 15.00 
 
6.3 Schedule: -   
 Friday – up to 3 races 
 Saturday - up to 4 races - First warning signal 10.55 and subsequent races to follow 
 Sunday – remaining races up to a max of 3 races - First warning signal 10:55 and subsequent races 

to follow. 
 
6.4 No race shall start after 15:00 on Sunday unless it is a race which has been abandoned or subject to 
a general recall. 
6.5 The Race Committee may run extra races on any day if conditions are suitable but may not be more 
than one race ahead of schedule unless a Sea Area forecast indicates that one or more days of racing 
may be lost. 
 
6.6 One race is required to constitute the event. 
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7. SAILING AREA & RACING 
 
Racing will take place north-west of Howth Harbour. Courses shall be a mixture of Triangle and 
Windward-Leeward type courses, as per the Sailing Instructions. 
 
8. SCORING & PRIZES 
 
8.1 Scoring 
The Low Point Scoring System as per Appendix A to the RRS will apply. A5.2 will be used. 
When fewer than four races have been sailed, a boat’s score shall be the total of her race scores.  
When four or more races have been scored a boat’s worst score may be excluded and when eight races 
have been completed a boat’s two worst scores may be excluded, always subject to RRS 90.3(b).  
 
The fleet may be divided into gold and silver fleets with fleet allocations determined by the Irish Fireball 
Association. Fleet results will be determined by positions in the overall results for the event. 
 
Prizes will be awarded to the first three places overall and additional prizes may be awarded at the 
discretion of the Organising Authority. Perpetual prizes remain the property of the Irish Fireball 
Association. 
 
9. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Sailing Instructions shall be available on the ‘Events’ section of the Howth YC website 
(www.hyc.ie/EVENT) from June 12th. 
 
10. DATA PROTECTION  
 
10.1. Competitors give their consent to the OA to use or to license the use of their name, comments, 
photographs and likeness as it sees fit for the promotion of the event, Howth YC and the Irish or 
International Fireball Class Associations.  The OA reserves the right to use or to license the use of any 
images and sound recordings during the Event free of charge.  
 
10.2 Competitors give their consent to the publication of race and event details including their names, 
Club affiliations, sail numbers, fleet assignments and race and overall scores and results. 
 
11. RISK STATEMENT  
 
11.1. Rule 3 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: ‘The responsibility for a boat's decision to participate in 
a race or to continue racing is hers alone.’ Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore 
inherently involves an element of risk. By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and 
acknowledges that:  

a. They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility 
for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part 
in the event; 
b. They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other 
property whether afloat or ashore;  
c. They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own 
actions or omissions;  
d. Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate;  
e. The provision of a race management team, patrol boats and other officials and volunteers by 
the event organizer does not relieve them of their own responsibilities;  
f. The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather 
conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances;  
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g. It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or this 
event drawn to their attention in any rules and information produced for the venue or event and 
to attend any safety briefing held for the event.  

 
12. FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
12.1. Boat storage 
Entrant’s boats may be stored on the boat deck of Howth YC from the afternoon of Thursday, June 18th 
and shall be removed at the conclusion of the event but no later than June 22nd.  Boats are left on the 
premises at the owner’s risk. Boats and trailers shall be stored where directed by the Club staff. Boats 
left on the premises outside the approved storage window may be removed from the premises and left 
outside at the owners’ risk. 
All trollies shall be marked with a trolley tag matching the tally number assigned to the boat for the 
event. 
 
12.2 Temporary membership 
Eligible competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club for each race day, subject 
only to the provisions of the Club rules for withdrawing or withholding such membership. All 
competitors are invited to avail of the facilities of the Club on the days of the event.  
 
12.3. Car Parking  
The attention of participants is drawn to the harbour area car parking regulations in the vicinity of the 
Club. The Harbour Authority rigidly enforces these regulations. 
 
12.4 Camping  
Camping must be booked when doing your online entry.  Please use this link to book your tent or 
campervan.  https://bit.ly/4vEoVMH  
Please note camping will be in Deer Park. The is no running water but 2 Portaloo’s will be provided.  Use 
the HYC facilities for showering.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Regatta Organising Committee and Organising Authority may be contacted at:  
 

Howth Yacht Club Middle Pier, Howth, Co. Dublin 
D13 V6E3 

Telephone: +353-1-832 2141  
Email: office@hyc.ie  
Website: www.hyc.ie 
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