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Cruiser Racing in Howth

The copyright of this booklet is the property of Howth Yacht Club Ltd.©



SAILING COMMITTEE 
 

  Chairman  Brian Turvey  
   Honorary Sailing Secretary Harry Gallagher 

 
Bernie Condy, Emmet Dalton, Stephen Harris, John Doran, Nic Parton, Mark McGowan,  

Caroline Burke, Suzanne Carroll, Riain Timon, John Faller  
------------ 

  Club Protest Convenor Gaye Bothwell     
  Junior Affairs Officer Caroline Burke  
  Junior Liaison Officers Bernie Condy 
    Brendan O’Reilly 
  Rescue Boat Co-ordinator Mark McGowan   
  Safety Liaison Officer Kevin Monks 

 
CLASS CAPTAINS 

Class 1     Ross McDonald    087 7923228 
Class 2     Caroline Gore-Grimes   086 2411365 
Class 3     Robert Hogg    087 2551523 
White Sail Cruiser    Lisa McLaughlin    087 6087870 
Sat. Non-Spinnaker        Dermot Skehan             086 2558164 
17 Footer    Eoghan Ryan    086 8565530 
Etchells     David Cagney    086 2694200 
SB3     Gillian Guinness    086 2521946 
Puppeteer 22    Scorie Walls    087 2848316 
Squib     Hazel Ruane    0874169956 
Cruising Group    John Morris       086 2300699  
Laser      Junior Committee  
Topper     Junior Committee  
Optimist    Dan O’Grady    086 2619625 
RS Feva    Chris Howard    086 6062718 
Pico     Eleanor Cahill    087 6791532 
420     Des Flood    086 3844088 
 
                   SAILING SUB-COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Adult Sail Training    Vincent Gaffney    087 2253411 

         Brass Monkeys    Pat Connolly    087 2713556 
Club Championships    Noel Davidson    086 2599531 
Dinghy/Junior Affairs    Caroline Burke    087 9784763 

 Dinghy Regatta    Des Flood    086 3844088 
Fingal Challenge    Dermot Skehan             086 2558164 
Handicapping    John Faller    087 2361564 
J24 Worlds    Derek Bothwell    086 2555658 
Keelboat Racing    Harry Gallagher    087 6536610 
Laser Frostbites    David Quinn    086 2835671 

 Lambay Races    James Markey    087 3521157 
Match Racing Events    Ric Morris    085 7117228 
Protest     Emmet Dalton    083 3652970 
Results     John Deane    832 4038 
Race Management    Harry Gallagher    087 6536610 
Spring warmer    Stephen Quinn    087 2221800 
Vice Presidents Trophy  Caroline Burke    087 9784763 

 
 

 



 
HARBOUR USAGE RULES 

 
 There is a speed limit of 5 knots in the harbour. 

 
 When entering and leaving the harbour you must keep to the right hand side of the fairway and 

harbour entrance, i.e. always pass other vessels approaching ‘port to port’. 
 

 Yachts shall not impede trawlers in the sound and harbour entrance. 
 

USEFUL WEB SITES 
 

 Howth Yacht Club www.hyc.ie 
 Irish Sailing Association www.sailing.ie 
 International Sailing Federation www.sailing.org  
 RORC www.rorc.org 
   

CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Bar       832 0606 
 Dining Room 839 2100 dining@hyc.ie 
 Fax.       839 2430 
 General Manager 832 2141 nparton@hyc.ie  
 General Office 832 2141 office@hyc.ie 
 Marine Manager 839 2777 mmcgowan@hyc.ie 
 Marina Office  839 2777 marina@hyc.ie 
 Results 839 2714 (Ext 224) results@hyc.ie 
 Webmaster (John Deane) 832 4038 jdeane@hyc.ie 

 
The Marina Office maintains a listening watch on Ch. M (37A) and Ch. 80 when office is manned 

 
 
 

CLASS PRIZEGIVING DINNERS 
 
 Seventeen Footer  23rd November 2012 
 Brass Monkey (Lunch)  8th December 2012  
 Class 1  22nd February 2013 
 Class 2  16th November 2012 
 Class 3  1st February 2013 
 Cruising Group  25th January 2013   
 Dinghies  13th October 2012 
 Etchells & SB3  8th February 2013 
 Puppeteer 22  18th January 2013 
 Squib  9th November  2012 
 White Sail Cruiser  22nd February 2013 



SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 2012 
 

Note: Markings in the left hand margin signify changes from the 2011 Sailing Instructions  
 
The current course information sheets are deemed to be part of these Instructions. 
These Instructions satisfy the requirement of RRS 89.2, 90.2(a) and RRS Appendix J with regard to Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions. 

 
1 – SAFETY 

(A) The attention of all competitors is drawn to RRS Fundamental Rules 3 ‘Acceptance of the Rules’, 4 ‘Decision to Race’ and the ISA Safety 
Guidelines. Open boat entrants are referred to relevant class Instructions. 

(B) Competitors in all classes (keelboat and dinghy) shall wear lifejackets or suitable personal flotation devices at all times. Wet suits and dry 
suits are not suitable personal flotation devices. 

(C) It is strongly recommended that every keelboat carries a VHF radio. 
(D) Boats shall keep clear of Race Committee vessels (committee boat, mark laying boats, patrol boats) from the time the Committee Boat is 

on station prior to starting racing. 
 
 2 - INSURANCE 
 All boats competing in Club races are required to have adequate, valid, third party liability insurance cover. 

 
3 – POWERS DEFINED 

(A) Where the word “Member” is used in these Instructions it shall include all classes of Member mentioned in Club Article 4, except Special 
Temporary (Crewing) Members. 

(B) The Sailing Committee has power to alter the Racing Programme and Sailing Instructions during the season. Any such alteration shall be 
posted on the Club Notice Board not less than two hours before the start time of the first race so affected. This alteration will be indicated 
by displaying flag L on the flagpole at the top of the marina bridge. If deemed necessary, the change will be notified by post to all owners 
affected who have paid entrance fees for races so affected. 

 
 4 – RACING RULES 
 Races shall be sailed under the 2009 – 2012 Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), ISA Prescriptions and the Rules of each Class concerned, 

except where modified by these Instructions and any amendments thereto.  
 
 5 – ELIGIBILITY FOR CLUB RACES 
(A) Boats shall be bona fide the property of, or chartered by, Members and shall be disqualified if any person other than a Member steers 

during a race (including a crew or ladies’ race). 
(B) Advertising on boats shall be restricted to Category A. 
(C) Except by special direction of the Sailing Committee a boat, other than a recognised single-handed dinghy, shall not be raced single-

handed. 
(D) The crew in two handed dinghy classes shall be a member. 
 
             6 – CREW REGULATIONS 

IRC crew limitation and weight limitation Instructions are waived for all Cruiser classes. 
 
7 - ENTRIES 

(A) Entry fees are as specified on the official entry form. 
(B) Boat owners who wish to compete in Club races shall enter either by (1) using the on-line entry facility on the Club web site www.hyc.ie 

or (2) complete the entry form available on the web site and from outside the Club General Office and send it, together with the relevant 
fee and handicap certificate(s), to reach the Honorary Sailing Secretary before taking part in any race. Results will be calculated from the 
time of receipt of the properly completed form. Prior to that a boat shall be recorded DNC (did not compete). 

 
             8 - MANAGEMENT OF RACES 
(A) Club races shall be arranged by the Sailing Committee, which shall appoint a Race Officer (RO) who shall be responsible for the 

management of the races in respect of course selection, signals and recording times. The RO shall have power to postpone or abandon 
starts for any reason. 

(B) The decision of the RO shall be final in all matters connected with the times at which boats cross the starting or finishing line. A request 
for redress is, however, permitted. 

(C) Where relevant, information may be transmitted on VHF radio. Channel M (37A) shall be used. 
(D) There shall be no race unless two or more boats rank as starters by sailing in the vicinity of the starting area as defined in Instruction 20 

for pier starts and Instruction 21 for Committee Boat starts, between their warning and starting signals. 
(E) A boat that infringes a rule at or near the finishing line and retires shall notify the RO of its retirement as soon as possible. 
 
             9 - BOAT ASSISTING 
(A)  The Sailing Committee shall appoint an Assistant Race Officer and a designated boat to provide two suitable and knowledgeable adults 

who shall be on the committee boat not later than one hour before the first scheduled warning signal and not later than 30 minutes before 
the first scheduled warning signal at the East Pier starters hut.  

(B)  Boat Assist crews shall remain on duty until relieved by the RO. 



(C)  Should the nominated boat(s) fail to fully comply with these Instructions, it (or the owner's current boat, if relevant) shall carry a non-
discardable disqualification for the mid-week race in the week following (Tuesday or Wednesday as relevant). The allocation of the 
designated boat is based on positions in the previous year's race results and the owner of the boat of that year is responsible for 
providing helpers. 

 
            10 – SAIL NUMBERS 

RRS 77 is amended as follows: - Every boat shall show the number under which it is entered on each side of its mainsail, genoa (if 
relevant) and on its spinnaker (except 17-Footers). Should an owner wish to sail under a different sail number, notice shall be given to the 
RO before the warning signal of the race concerned. Notice shall be given in each instance of such alteration. Failure to comply with this 
requirement shall result in the boat being treated as a non-starter. This instruction shall constitute “prior warning” as required by RRS 
Appendix G4. 

 
            11 – CRUISER CLASS IDENTIFICATION 

Cruisers shall fly the pennant of their class on the backstay while racing. Those not doing so from their warning signal shall be treated as 
non-starters, those not doing so as they finish shall be deemed to have retired. This changes RRS 90.3. 
 

            12 – PROTESTS 
(A) All protests shall be signalled in accordance with RRS 61.1(a). However, the exemption for boats of hull length less than 6 metres shall 

not apply. 
(B) Protests and Requests for Redress shall be written on an official Protest Form (available from the bar or downloaded from www.isaf.org 

or the Club website www.hyc.ie) and left in the protest box in the Clubhouse hallway, received at the Club by fax (839 2430) or by email 
(results@hyc.ie). The Protest Form shall be received within 24 hours of the end of the race concerned. 

(C) Protests for keelboat classes will be heard in the Clubhouse at 1930 on Thursday in the week next after the race concerned. Where this 
is not possible, an alternative arrangement will be notified to the protestor and protestee or their representatives. 

(D) Details of protest hearings for dinghy races will be notified verbally or by letter. 
(E) Protest Panels will be prepared for each evening at the start of the season and will be displayed on the Sailing Notice Board. Members of 

the Protest Panels shall be drawn from names supplied by Class Captains and/or nominated by the Sailing Committee. Panel members 
shall ensure their availability on the appointed evening. Where required panel members may change places with other panel members. 
Any changes shall be advised to the Club Protest Convenor. 

 
            13 – ASSISTANCE 
(A) The attention of all competitors is drawn to RRS Fundamental Rule 1.1. ‘Helping Those in Danger’. If appropriate, the provisions of RRS 

62 may be invoked. 
(B) All boats with VHF radios are required to keep a listening watch on Channel 16 when at sea. 

 
            14 – “STARRED” RACES 
(A) For One-Design classes only, the Class Captain in consultation with the Honorary Sailing Secretary may request that a Club race, 

previously scheduled, be starred. This request must be made in writing and received by the Honorary Sailing Secretary at least 72 hours 
before the scheduled start of the race concerned. Notice of races starred under this procedure will be displayed on the Sailing Notice 
Board at least 48 hours before the scheduled starting time. 

(B) For dinghy classes, races may be “starred” only for national or regional championships.   
 
            15 – CLASSES/HANDICAPS 
(A) Class 1, 2, 3 and the White Sail Cruiser class shall race under IRC and HPH handicap systems and shall be allocated to a specific class 

by the Handicapping Committee. 
(B) The Handicapping Committee will allocate a performance TCF to each entrant in one-design keelboat classes. This TCF will be updated 

throughout the season. The Saturday Non-Spinnaker boats will sail under IRC and HPH handicaps which will be allocated by the 
Handicapping Committee 

(C) All entrants in performance based handicap divisions shall nominate a helm to whom the performance TCF will apply. 
(D) A competitor is obliged to notify the Handicapping Committee in a timely fashion of any material change of boat or crew. Failure to fulfil 

this requirement will render a boat liable to penalty. 
(E) A boat/ class may have its handicap reviewed by the Handicapping Committee at any time. 
(F) Each cruiser class boat entering for an IRC division shall submit the relevant current valid certificate with the entry form. A boat may 

protest another boat for any alteration or infringement, which, under the rules of that handicapping system, would invalidate the TCC, 
issued in accordance with the details submitted. 

(G) In crew or other special races cruiser classes shall sail under their current HPH handicaps and one design classes shall sail under 
scratch with the exception of nominated handicap special races. 

(H) Helms in crew races shall be persons other than those nominated as helms in Instruction 15 (C).  
 

     16 - SCORING SYSTEM 
(A) The scoring system shall be as per RRS Appendix A – Low Point System.  
(B) One discard is allowed for every three races completed.  
(C) Dinghies sailing under the Sundry category will have their times recorded and be scored a finishing position in accordance with the 

Portsmouth Yardstick (PY) handicap system. Their elapsed times will be recorded and they will be scored a finishing position based on 
their finishing time after correction using the PY handicap system  

           
 



             17 – CLUB PRIZES 
(A) Club prizes shall be awarded for each series/division, as specified in the Club Series section of this booklet, on the basis of average turn 

out as follows: 2 boats –1st, 5 boats -2nd, 8 boats -3rd, 11 or more boats -4th. For the Mini Series and special races (crew, ladies etc.) a 1st 

prize only shall be awarded for each division.  
(B) Only members are eligible to win a prize. 
(C) In cruiser class series a boat shall not be awarded an IRC and HPH prize, the IRC prize shall take precedence. Similarly, a Class 2 boat 

shall not be awarded an IRC restricted division prize and an IRC prize, the IRC prize shall take precedence. In one-design class series a 
boat shall not be awarded a scratch and handicap prize, the scratch prize shall take precedence.  

 
            18 – STARTING TIMES FOR CLUB RACES 
(A) Races will be started as per RRS 26 with the warning signal given 5 minutes before the starting signal. A countdown from 1 minute before 

each start may be given on VHF radio. 
(B) A boat shall not start later than 15 minutes after her valid starting signal. 
(C) Starting times are as follows:  
 

Class Flag  Start 
KEELBOATS 
Tuesday – Committee Boat Starts* (May – 28 August) 
Etchells & SB3 E  1915 
Puppeteer 22 A  1920 
Squib K  1925 
17-Footer C  1930  
*Note: For Etchells and SB3s  Mark Z will be a YELLOW inflatable mark 
 
Tuesday – Pier Starts (4 September) 
Etchells & SB3 E   1845 

            Puppeteer 22 A  1850 
Squib K  1855 
17 Footer C  1900 
 
Wednesday – Committee Boat Starts* (May – 29 August) 
Class 1 No. 1  1915 
Class 2 No. 2  1920 
White Sail Cruiser No. 4  1925 
Class 3 No. 3  1930 
 
Wednesday – Pier Starts ( 5 September) 
Class 1 No. 1  1845 
Class 2 No. 2  1850 
White Sail Cruiser No. 4  1855 
Class 3 No. 3  1900 

 Saturday – Pier Starts 
 Non-spinnaker Cruiser W  1410 
 Puppeteer 22 A  1425   
            Squib K  1430 
 17-Footer C  1435 
   
 Sunday - Pier Starts – (Special Races)  
 Class 3 No. 3  1040 
 Puppeteer 22 A   1045 
 Squib K  1050 
 17-Footer C  1055 
  
 DINGHIES 
 Sunday – Committee Boat Starts (two races) 
 Sundry F  1030 
 Optimist O  1035   
              
 Thursday - Committee Boat Starts (1 Race) 
 Sundry F                             1900   
 Optimist O                              1905 
 
 Saturday- Committee Boat Starts (2 Races) 
            Sundry F  1030 
 Optimist O 1035 
 
 



There will be a ‘Sign out / Sign in’ register which must be signed personally by the helmsman of each boat competing.  This will be 
located in the Race Office.  Failure to sign-in or sign-out will result in the boat in question being scored as DSQ for all races sailed on the 
day in question without a protest hearing and may result in further action at the discretion of the Race Committee. This changes Rule 63.1 
and Appendix A4.1 and A5.  
 
If a class of boat destined to race in the Sundry category has 6 or more entrants, that class will be accorded its own race.  Should such a 
situation arise, the Race Officer will advise competitors in this class of the starting arrangements for them and the course to be sailed.  
 
Start sequence for Thursday and Sunday races shall normally be: Sundries (including Fevas) and Optimists.  The first start on Thurdays 
is scheduled for 7pm and for Sundays is 10.30am.  Class flags for the different fleets shall be Sundry – Flag F and Optimists – Flag O. 
 
The Race Committee may, at its discretion, amalgamate starts to expedite racing and this shall be signalled by the simultaneous display 
of the Class flags of those classes that are to start together. 

  
* Note: If on Tuesday or Wednesday Instruction 23 (B) is invoked, Pier Starts will be substituted. 
 
            19 – TIME LIMITS 
(A) The time limit for each keelboat race is as follows: 
 Day Dates     Time Limit 
 Tuesday May, June, July, 31 July 2115 
 Tuesday 7 & 14 August 2045 
 Tuesday 21 & 28 August & 4 September 2030 
 Wednesday May, June, July, 1 August 2115 
 Wednesday 8 & 15  August 2045 
 Wednesday 22 & 29 August, 5 September 2030 
 Saturday May, June, July, August, September 1730 
 Sunday May, June, July, August, September  1300 
(B) Provided a keelboat (including SB3s) finishes within the time limit, it shall be extended by 15 minutes (Saturdays 30 minutes) for that 

class. 
(C) When a single race is scheduled the target time is 75 minutes.  When two races are scheduled the target time for each race is 40 minutes 

for Fevas & Sundries, 35 minutes for Optimists. Failure to meet the target times will not be grounds for redress.  Where the intention is to 
hold two races, the time limit for the first boat in each class, in each start, shall be 60 minutes.  A boat failing to finish within 10 minutes of 
the first boat in her class will be scored the place of the last boat finishing within the time, plus one point.  Where the intention is to hold 
one race, the time limit for the first boat in each class shall be 90 minutes.  A boat failing to finish within 15 minutes of the first boat in her 
class will be scored with the place of the last boat finishing within the time, plus one point.  This paragraph changes Rules A4.1 and A5.  

             
             20 – KEELBOAT STARTING AREA, PIER STARTS 
(A) The starting area is defined as being bounded by an imaginary line drawn from the new lighthouse to the South Rowan Buoy, to the 

Howth Mark, to the elbow of the East Pier. 
(B) In cruiser classes, no boat shall enter this area between the time of the warning signal for the first of the series of starts and that class’s 

warning signal. 
(C) The Race Committee may lodge a protest against a boat that enters the keelboat starting area, as defined in Instruction 20 (A), between 

the time of the warning signal for the first of the series of starts on the day and the boat’s warning signal.    
    
             21 - KEELBOAT STARTING AREA, COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS 
(A) The starting area is defined as being an imaginary line drawn from the Island Mark, to the Cush Mark, to the West Mark, to the Viceroy 

Mark, to the Island Mark. 
(B) Boats shall keep clear of the starting line until their warning signal. 
            Boats having started shall keep clear of the starting line while other starts are in progress.  
 
             22 – KEELBOAT STARTING LINE, PIER STARTS 
(A) The starting line shall be one of the following, identified by a letter A, B or C displayed on the starter’s hut/Committee Boat :- 

Starting Line A:  A line between the red vertical line on the starter’s hut and the South Rowan Buoy. 
Starting Line B:  A line between the red vertical line on the starter’s hut and Finish Mark F or the red and white pole/mainmast on the 

Committee Boat. 
Starting Line C:   A line between the red vertical line on the starter’s hut and the Howth Mark. 

(B) For all west going starts, boats shall pass to the south of the South Rowan Buoy. 
(C) For all east going starts, boats shall pass south of the Finish Mark (F). Should Mark F be missing, flag H will be displayed and boats shall 

pass south of the Howth Mark. 
 

             23 – KEELBOAT STARTING LINE, COMMITTEE BOAT STARTS 
(A) The starting line shall be between the red and white pole/mainmast on the Committee Boat and an Outer Distance Mark, an orange buoy, 

which shall be left to port when starting. The Race Committee may adjust the starting line up to three minutes before the start of a race. 
This changes RRS 27.2. 

(B) Following a General Recall, the recalled class shall immediately sail clear of the starting area. The new Warning Signal for the recalled 
class shall be the Starting Signal of the last class in the published sequence. This changes RRS 29.2 



(C) Should flag D be displayed at the East Pier starter’s hut, Committee Boat and/or the Committee Boat and/or the marina bridge, 
accompanied by one sound signal, pier starts and relevant Instructions will be substituted for offshore committee boat starts. 

 
             24 – KEELBOAT PIER FINISHING LINE 
(A) The finishing line shall be between the Finish Mark F and the red vertical line on the East Pier starter’s hut. 
(B) Should the Committee Boat be on station at the Finish Mark F then the finishing line shall be between the red and white pole/mainmast 

on the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and the red vertical line on the East Pier starter’s hut. 
 
             25 – KEELBOAT COMMITTEE BOAT FINISHING LINE 
(A) The finishing line shall be a line between the red and white pole/mainmast on the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and an orange 

Finish Mark, which shall be left to port.  
(B) Unless the course is shortened, the finish line for cruiser classes is located approximately upwind of the last fixed mark on the course. 
(C) Unless the course is shortened, the finish line for one design keelboat classes is between the red and white pole/mainmast of the 

Committee Boat, displaying a blue flag, and situated in the area marked “Tuesday Night Finish Area” on the Course Card and an orange 
Finish Mark which shall be left to port. 

 
            26 – DINGHY STARTING AREA  
(A) Pier Starts - The starting area is to the west of the West Pier.  
(B) Committee Boat Starts – The starting area is North West of the harbour mouth. 
 
             27 – DINGHY STARTING LINE 
(A) The starting line shall be between the mainmast of the Committee Boat and an orange Outer Distance Mark, which shall be left to port 

when starting. 
(B) All dinghies shall keep clear of the starting line until their warning signal. 
(C) Boats shall not pass through the start/ finish when either a Class flag or a blue flag is displayed on the Committee Boat unless they are 

finishing. Any boat in breach of this Instruction shall be scored as DNF without a protest hearing.  This changes Rule 63.1 and Appendix 
A4.1 and A5.    

              
             28 – DINGHY FINISHING LINE 
(A) The finishing line shall be between the mainmast of the Committee Boat and an orange finish mark, which shall be left to port. 
(B) The Outer Distance Mark may be repositioned during a race. 
 
             29 – NAVIGATION MARKS/OBSTRUCTIONS, KEELBOATS 
(A) In keelboat classes the navigation marks in and around Howth Sound shall be left as follows after a boat’s starting signal: 

South Rowan Buoy: to be passed to the south and west. 
Howth Mark: not a mark on any course except as in Instruction 22 (C). 
Rowan Rocks Buoy: to be passed to the east and south. 
Spit Mark: to be passed to the north and east (except when used as rounding mark on Pier Start Course Card) 
Where the Thulla and Finish Mark (except when finishing) are described as marks on the course, they shall be passed to the south. 

(B) Any part of Ireland’s Eye capable of being touched by a boat, while racing, is designated as an obstruction to sea room. 
(C) The attention of competitors is drawn to the existence of many underwater hazards in the vicinity of Ireland’s Eye, Howth Sound and over 

the Spit Bank. Should they choose to sail amongst these hazards, they do so at their own risk. The Club accepts no responsibility for the 
consequences of any such deviation from the set courses. 

 
            30 – DESCRIPTION OF MARKS 
(A) Keelboats: The marks are as specified on the relevant course card. 
(B) Dinghies: Marks are orange buoys 
 
            31 – ABANDONMENT/POSTPONEMENT 
 Abandonment before the starting signal/ postponement shall be as per RRS 27.3. Flag signals will be made from the Committee Boat, 

starter’s hut or the top of the marina bridge, as relevant. 
 
             32 – ABANDONMENT AFTER THE START 
 Abandonment of a race after the start shall be as per RRS 32.1. However, if not all races are being abandoned flag N shall be displayed 

over the class flag of the classes affected. 
             
             33 – FINISHING A RACE 
(A) Keelboats having finished shall not recross their own finishing line in the opposite direction except for some unavoidable cause. Any so 

doing may be penalised. Only the Race Committee may lodge a protest. 
(B) Dinghies having finished shall not recross their own finishing line in the opposite direction. 
 
             34 – NOTIFICATION OF COURSE 
(A) Courses will be chosen by the Race Officer from the Course Cards. Separate tables of courses are provided for Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Saturdays (Pier Starts). These course tables, together with the procedures for displaying courses for pier starts, form part of these 
Sailing Instructions. 

(B) RRS 27.1 is changed as follows: - The course board(s) shall be displayed for each class following its warning signal and shall be 
displayed for not less than 4 minutes (dinghies 3 minutes) before the start. 



i. All marks shall be left to Port. 
ii. Marks shall normally be orange buoys. 
iii. Course type to be indicated with Flag – T for Olympic Triangle and W for Windward Leeward.  The flag indicating the course 

 type to be used shall be displayed not later than the Preparatory signal for the first Class scheduled to start. The respective 
 course layouts are indicated on the diagrams below. 

iv. The starting line shall be between the mainmast of the Committee Boat and an outer limit mark. 
v. Where an Olympic Triangle is in use, boats shall start, sail a triangle around marks 1, 2, and 3, then from 1 back to 3, 

 followed by another triangle and then, where Classes are sailing more than 3 rounds, a lap of marks 1 and 3, followed by a 
 further triangle.  Each time a boat passes mark 3 on the way from another mark it shall be deemed to have completed a 
 round. 

vi. After completing the required number of rounds for the Class it is part of, the boat shall finish between the Committee Boat  and 
 the outer limit mark, unless the race is shortened. 

vii. Where a Windward Leeward course is in use, marks 1 and 2 will be adjacent to each other and each lap of the course shall  be 
 around all three marks shown on the course diagram below. 

viii. In the event of the Race Committee deciding to shorten a race but have a fleet (or fleets) finish at the Finishing Line (as 
 opposed to at a Mark in compliance with RRS 32.2a), a boat stationed at the last mark to be rounded shall display flag V and 
 make repeated sound signals as the boats round it.  After rounding, the boats shall then proceed directly to the Finishing Line 
 and finish.  If flag V is displayed on its own then all Classes racing shall have their course shortened.  Where the display of  flag V 
 is accompanied by one or more Class flags then all Classes whose flag(s) are displayed shall have their course shortened.   When 
 the boat displaying flag V is in the vicinity of Marks 1 and 2, the last mark rounded by Classes whose course is shortened shall be 
 Mark 2.  This changes RRS 32. 
 

 
Olympic   Windward Leeward 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDICATIVE MARK LAYOUTS AND START / FINISH LINE LOCATION – not to scale 
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(C) If a change of starting line is required after the warning signal, there shall be a postponement. 
(D) Dinghy Classes –  

Sundays (Two races) No. of rounds: 
  

3 – Feva & Sundry classes;  
2 - Optimist; 
 

  
 
Thursdays (Single race) No. of rounds: 
  

3 – Feva & Sundry classes; 
2 - Optimist; 
 

 
35 – KEELBOATS SHORTENED COURSE 
The RO may at his discretion decide to shorten a race. The procedure will be either: - 

(A) A Finish Boat will be positioned at the mark on the course at which the race is to be finished. Flag S will be displayed and two sound 
signals made as the leading boat approaches the mark at which the race is to be finished. Boats shall finish between the Finish Boat and 
the relevant mark. Flag S displayed alone signals that all races not yet finished are shortened, flag S over class flag(s) signals that races 
for the relevant classes are shortened. 

(B) For courses that prescribe a leg passing up or down the Sound, the RO may decide to shorten the race using the East Pier finishing line. 
Flag S will be displayed and two sound signals made as the leading boat approaches the finishing line. Flag S displayed alone signals 
that all races not finished are shortened. Flag S over class flags signals that races for the relevant classes are shortened.  

(C) When courses 40x and 50x are in use, special procedures for shortening course are detailed on the Course Card. 
 

 
           
 
 
             36 – DINGHIES SHORTENED COURSE 
(A) Displaying flag S and making two sound signals as the leading boat approaches the finishing line will signal a shortened course. This 

may be signalled from a rescue boat/committee boat situated in the vicinity of the last mark of the shortened course. Boats shall sail to 
the finishing line after rounding this mark. The rescue boat displaying flag S will not form part of the finishing line. 

(B) A course may also be shortened at a course mark from a rescue /committee (finish) boat, which will display flag S flag and make two 
sound signals. The finishing line shall be between the S flag and the relevant mark. 

(C) Flag S displayed alone signals that all races not finished shall be shortened, flag S displayed superior to class flags signals that races for 
the relevant classes are shortened. 

 
 



2012 CLUB RACING SCHEDULE 
 
Tuesdays (Etchells, SB3s, Puppeteers and Squibs) 
Series 1:    1st May – 29th May    (5 Races) 
Series 2:    5th June - 10th July    (6 Races) 
Series 3:    17th July – 21st August   (6 races) 
Mini:    21st August - 4th September  (3 Races) 
Prize Categories: Scratch – (Puppeteers & Squibs Handicap also) 
 
Saturdays (Puppeteers & Squibs) 
Series 1:    5th May – 2nd June    (5 Races) 
Series 2:    16th June – 21st July    (6 Races) 
Series 3:    28th July - 25th August   (5 Races) 
Prize Categories: Scratch and Handicap 
Noel Casey Trophy (Squibs Scratch): 
16th June, 14th July, 11th August 
 
Saturdays Non- Spinnaker Cruiser Racing (Pier Starts) 
Summer Series:  5th May - 25th August   (16 Races) 
(No race on 26th May (ICRA) and 9th June (Lambay) 
Prize Categories: IRC (Non Spinnaker) and HPH  
 
Tuesdays & Saturdays (Howth Seventeens) 
Series 1:    1st May – 2nd June            (10 Races) 
Series 2:    5th June - 14th July    (12 Races) 
Series 3:    17th July – 25th August   (12 Races) 
Mini:    21st August - 4th September          (3 Races) 
Prize Categories: Scratch and Handicap 
Stuttard Cup (Scratch) & President’s Salver (Handicap): 
19th May, 30th June, 18th August 
 
Wednesdays (Class 1, 2, 3 and White Sails) 
Series 1:    2nd May – 30th May    (5 Races) 
Series 2:    6th June - 11th July    (6 Races) 
Series 3:    18th July – 22nd August   (6 Races) 
Mini:    22nd August - 5th September  (3 Races) 
Prize Categories: IRC and HPH 
Bridge Trophy (Class 3 HPH) & Fitzgerald Cup (Class 3 IRC): 
16th May, 4th July, 8th August 
 
Dinghies (Optimists, Lasers, Picos, Fevas and Toppers) 
May Sunday Series:       6th, 13th, 20th   (6 Races) 
June Sunday Series:      3rd, 10th, 24th  (6 Races)  
Summer Thurs Series:    7th June – 30th Aug.    (12 Races) 
September Saturday Series:  8th – 29th      (8 Races) 
Prize Categories: Scratch (& Handicap for June Sunday Series) 
 















SEA AREA FORECASTS 
 
 

RTE Radio 1 
0602, 1255, 1655, 2355 

 
BBC RADIO 4 LW 

0048, 0520, 1257, 1754 
 

DUBLIN COAST GUARD RADIO 
VHF Channel 83 

0103, 0403, 0703, 1003, 1303, 1603, 1903, 2203 
 

RTE AERTEL 
Page 162 

 
WEATHERDIAL PHONE 

Dial 1550 123 855 (Sea area forecast) 
Dial 1550 123 854 (Includes forecast of conditions on Dublin Bay) 

 
 

WEB SITES 
 RTE Aertel Sea Area Forecast: www.rte.ie/aertel/162-01.html  

 Irish Meteorological Office: www.met.ie/forecasts/sea-area.asp  
 UK Met. Office: www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/marine/ 
 Wind Guru: www.windguru.com/int/ 
 
 
 
 

HARD STANDING DATES - 2012 
 

Class In*   Out* 
Etchells/J24    23rd   April 2012   9th September 2012 
SB3’s     23rd April 2012  9th September 2012 
Dinghy Classes   1st April 2012   14th October 2012  
Autumn League Dry Sailing  14th  September 2012  20th October 2012 
Autumn League Hard Storage 10th September 2012  20th October 2012 
Keelboat Winter Hard Storage 21st October 2012  16th April 2012             
Laser Winter Frostbite  4th  November 2012  16th December 201  
Lasers Spring Frostbite (2013) 5th January 2013   23rd March 2013 
 
*The “In” date is the earliest that boats can be brought into the boat park; the “Out” date is the 
latest that boats must be removed by. 
 
Permit stickers must be displayed. Boats without a valid in date sticker will be removed. 



Jim Kelleher Trophy Series 1 HPH
Lighthouse Bowl Series 1 IRC
Genesis Cup Series 2 HPH
Toughnut Cup Series 2 IRC
Jameson Cup Series 3 HPH
Crown Cup Series 3 IRC
Candelabrum Mini Series HPH
Comanche Raider Cup Mini Series IRC
Profits Cup Ladies Race HPH

Okeechobee Cup Series 1 HPH
Guinness Cup Series 1 IRC
Mercedes Benz Trophy Series 2 HPH
Audrey Pearson Trophy Series 2 IRC
Silver Wind Trophy Series 3 HPH
Solas Trophy Series 3 IRC
Kumquat Cup Mini Series HPH
Blythe Spirit Cup Mini Series IRC
Cochise Cup Season Overall HPH
Mischief Cup Season Overall IRC

AGB Trophy 1 Series 1 HPH
Old Spice Trophy Series 1 IRC
Follenus Cup Series 2 HPH
AIB Trophy Series 2 IRC
AGB Trophy 2 Series 3 HPH
Smyth Trophy Series 3 IRC
Bridge Trophy 3 Special Races HPH
Fitzgerald Cup 3 Special Races IRC
AGB Trophy 4 Islands Race HPH
AGB Trophy 3 Islands Race IRC

Mary Jones Trophy Series 1 HPH
Evo Stick Trophy Series 2 HPH
Endeavour Trophy Series 3 HPH
PJB Trophy all 3 series IRC non spin

Irish Express Cargo Trophy Series 1 Scratch
Bankers Trophy Series 2 Scratch
Commodore's Cup Series 3 Scratch
Howth Fleet Trophy No.1 Windward/Leeward Series Scratch

Summer Series One Cup Series 1 Scratch
Summer Series Two Cup Series 2 Scratch
Summer Series Three Cup Series 3 Scratch

Gore-Grimes Cup Series 1 Scratch
Mermaid Trophy Series 1 H'cap
McCabe Cup Series 2 Scratch
Pat Kenny Trophy Series 2 H'cap
Sound Systems Trophy Series 3 Scratch
Hunter Advertising Trophy Series 3 H'cap

ETCHELLS

PUPPETEER 22

CLUB TROPHIES

CLASS 1

CLASS 2

CLASS 3

WHITE SAIL CRUISER

LASER SB3



Bic Razor Trophy Saturday Series 1 Scratch
Flycatcher Trophy Saturday Series 2 Scratch
Terry Lawless Trophy Windward/Leeward Series Scratch
Baird Trophy Windward/Leeward Series H'cap
Llevante Trophy Ladies Race Scratch

King Sitric Trophy Series 1 (Tue.) Scratch
Stafford Trophy Series 1 (Tue.) H'cap
Thulla Trophy Series 2 (Tue.) Scratch
Carrgran Trophy Series 2 (Tue.) H'cap
Lacy Cup Series 3 (Tue.) Scratch
McDowell Cup Series 3 (Tue.) H'cap
Quarterdeck Cup Series 1 (Sat.) Scratch
Ysolde Trophy Series 1 (Sat.) H'cap
Squib Challenge Cup Series 2 (Sat.) Scratch
Balscadden Cup Series 2 (Sat.) H'cap
Noel Casey Trophy 3 Special Races Scratch
Halloween Trophy Season's Most Consistent Scratch
Trubble Trophy Most Improved Scratch
Cliona Murphy Trophy Best Representative Scratch

PMPA Trophy Series 1 Scratch
Ireland's Eye Cup Series 1 H'cap
Centenary Salver Series 2 Scratch
Centenary Cup Series 2 H'cap
Kish Trophy Series 3 Scratch
Boyd No 1 Cup Series 3 H'cap
Mark Lynch Cup Season Overall Scratch
Brendan Cassidy Trophy Season Overall H'cap
Stuttard Cup 3 Special Races Scratch
President's Salver 3 Special Races (tie breaker - final race) H'cap
Guinness Cup Past Owners Race Scratch
Heather Boyd Trophy Single Handed Race Scratch
Hogg Trophy Special Race - 'Dinghy' Course Scratch
Syringa Cup Ladies Race Scratch
Boyd Tankard Special Crew Race Scratch
Ballot Trophy Ballot Race Scratch
Wilkinson Trophy Under 30s race Scratch
Garryowen Cup Juniors Race Scratch
Jones Tankard Hot Shots Race Scratch

Vice Commodore's Trophy Overall Thursdays Scratch
Fraser Casey Cup 3 Special Races Scratch
Jones Trophy 1st Silver Fleet Thursdays Scratch

Menton Log Book Trophy Best Cruising Log
Donal Skehan Trophy Achievement Award

Silver Fox Trophy Best Achiever
Seaward Bell Best Junior Achiever

CRUISING GROUP

OPTIMIST

CLUB

SQUIB

17 FOOTER



Mercedes Benz ECHO Cup Class 0 ECHO
Mercedes Benz IOR Cup Class 0 IRC
Boyd Cup No 2 Class 1 ECHO
Juno Cup Class 1 IRC
Longyearbyn Trophy Class 1 (HYC Boat) IRC
Ernest Tweedy Cup Class 2 ECHO
Heineken Trophy Class 2 IRC
Lambay Trophy Class 3 ECHO
Peninsula Trophy Class 3 IRC
Whelan Cup First 31.7 Scratch
BJ Marine Lambay Trophy First 31.7 ECHO
Fitzpatrick Salver Sigma 33 Scratch
Bamford Trophy White Sail Cruiser H'cap
Romaine Cagney Trophy Etchells Scratch
Summit Inn Trophy Laser SB3 Scratch
Aidan J Colfer Cup Shipman 28 Scratch
BP/Teeling Trophy Puppeteer 22 Scratch
John Pearson Cup Puppeteer 22 H'cap
BJ Marine Ruffian Trophy Ruffian 23 Scratch
Horst Cup Squib Scratch
Findlater Cup Squib H'cap
Boyd Cup No 4 17 Footer Scratch
Sutton Cup 17 Footer H'cap
IECA Trophy E-Boat Scratch
Lambay Lady All Classes (Overall) IRC/Scratch

Centennial Trophy Cruiser Classes (Overall) IRC
Commodore's Cup Class 1 IRC
Commodore's Cup Class 2 IRC
Commodore's Cup Class 3 IRC
Fingal Trophy Class 3 ECHO

Spring Warmer Cup Laser SB3 Scratch

Knights Group Cup Class 0 ECHO
Tipperary Mineral Water Trophy Class 0 IRC
Joliba Cup Class 1 ECHO
Evora Trophy Class 1 IRC
Volvo Trucks Trophy Class 2 ECHO
Cuffe-Smith Cup Class 2 IRC
Higginbotham Salver Class 2 IRC Restricted
PAB Travel Trophy Class 3 ECHO
Habu Trophy Class 3 IRC
Nissan Trophy White Sail Cruiser (Division 4) ECHO
Sleater Salver White Sail Cruiser (Division 4) IRC
Denis Wickham Trophy White Sail Cruiser (Division 5) ECHO
Sunshine Radio Cup Etchells Scratch
McAllister Trophy Laser SB3 Scratch
Duropal Trophy Puppeteer Scratch
Snow Goose Trophy Puppeteer H'cap
Gilmour Cup Squib Scratch
Hot Irish' Trophy Squib H'cap
Cronin Trophy 17 Footer Scratch
Alphida Cup 17 Footer H'cap
Olympus Trophy Team of 3 IRC/Scratch
Heineken Autumn League Trophy All Classes Overall

SPRING WARMER

OPEN EVENT TROPHIES

LAMBAY RACES

FINGAL CHALLENGE

AUTUMN LEAGUE



Lorna Townsend Trophy Series 1 ECHO
Liam McGonagle Brass Monkey Trophy Series 1 - True sporting spirit
Peter Huntley Millennium Trophy Series 2 ECHO
Joe Duffy Fleet Services Trophy Offshore Race ECHO

Heron Trophy Laser
Wilkinson Cup RS Feva
TBA Topper
Drisheen Cup Optimist
McBride Cup Optimist Regatta Fleet

Brassed Off Cup Optimist

Courtney Cup 1st Winter Series
Rowan Trophy 2nd Winter Series
Stafford Trophy Radials - 1st Winter Series
Elliot Trophy Radials - 2nd Winter Series
Commodore's Trophy Laser - Most Improved
New Year's Day Mug New Year's Day Race
Skehan Trophy Round the Island Race
Ken Moles Trophy Personality Award

Winter Cup 1st Winter Series
Spring Cup 2nd Winter Series

Vice President's Trophy Optimists

EASTER DINGHY REGATTA

TEAM RACING

CRUISER FROSTBITES

DINGHY REGATTA

LASER FROSTBITES

ONE METRES



INDEX
Subject Reg. No.
Abandonment of a Race After the Start 34
  Before the Start 31
Alterations to Racing Programme 3(B)

Sailing Regulations 3(B)
Assistance 13
Class Identification Cruisers 10
Course Notification 36
Cruiser Classes/Handicaps 15
Dinghy Finishing a Race 35(B)

Finishing Line 28
Shortened Course 38
Starting Area 26
Starting Line 27

Eligibility for Club Races 5
Entry Fee 7(A)
Entry Form 7(B)
Forecasts Sea Area Page 32
Harbour Usage Rules Page 3
Hard Standing Dates Page 32
Hazards 29(C)
Insurance 2
IRC Crew/weight Limitations 6
Keelboat Finishing a Race 35(A)

Navigation Marks 29
Obstructions 29
Shortened Course 37

Keelboat Finishing Line Committee Boat Finishes 25
Pier Finishes 24

Keelboat Starting Area Committee Boat Starts 21
Pier Starts 20

Keelboat Starting Line Committee Boat Starts 23
Pier Starts 22

Management of Races 8
Marks Description 30
One-Design Keelboat Handicaps 15(B)
One Turn & two Turn Penalty 11
Personal Flotation Devices Wearing of 1(B)
Postponement 31
Prizes 17
Prizegiving Functions Page 3
Protest Hearings 12 (C) & (D)
Protest Panels 12(E)
Protests 12
Racing Programme Page 16
Racing Rules 4
Recalls General 33

Individual 32
Safety 1
Sail Numbers 9
Scoring System 16
Series Page 15
Shortened Course Dinghy 38

Keelboats 37
Starred Races 14
Starting Times 18
Tidal Information page 26
Time Limits 19
Trophies Club Page 32

Open Event Page 35
VHF Radio Information 8(D)

Listening Watch 13(B)
Web Sites Page 3



Burgee 12" hoist €13.00

18"     ^ €19.50

24"     ^ €26.00

Ensign 18" hoist €32.00

24"   ^ €39.00

30"   ^ €45.00

36"   ^ €52.00

Irish Courtesy Flag €8.00

Cap/Sweater Badge €6.50

Reefer Jacket Butten Large €1.10

Small €1.00

Tie €12.00

Tie Silk €30.00

Wool Sweater (Navy) 44,46,48, 50 €55.00

Rugby Sweater (Navy) S,M,L,XL,XXL €44.00

Polo Shirt (Navy) S,M,L,XL,XXL €24.00

Fleece hat €14.00

Thinsulate hat €16.00

Howth 17 DVD €15.00

Membership Card Holder €2.50

Prices correct at time of printing

Club Insignia - Available from the Bar
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Service Repair & Maintenance Stair Li�s & Overhead
Hoists

Ramps, External & Internal Bathroom Aids

Bathroom Conversions Handrails

FREE 
QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01 2907254



 
 

FMB are a 4 partner practice which provide the following 
range of services: 

 
• Auditors & Accountants  
• Business Advisors  
• Taxation Consultants  
• Corporate Finance  
• Company Secretarial  
• Outsourcing  
• Insolvency  

  
For assistance with any of the above matters please contact 
Managing Partner, Tom Fitzpatrick 
 

Fitzpatrick Morris Financial Services Limited, t/a Investwise is the 
financial services arm of FMB. For any pension or investment advice 
please contact Managing Director, David Quinn 
 

 
CONTACT US: 

Longboat, 56 Sir John Rogersons Quay, Dublin 2 
Ph: +353 1 645 2002 |  Fax: +353 1 645 2049 | Emails: 

tom.fitzpatrick@fmb.ie  and dave@investwise.ie 
 
 

FMB is registered by Chartered Accountants Ireland to carry on Audit work and Authorised 
to carry on investment business.  

 
Fitzpatrick Morris Financial Services Limited, t/a Investwise, is regulated by the Central 

Bank of Ireland 




