HOWTH YACHT CLUB
	
	FINGAL CHALLENGE 2008
Organised by HYC Events Ltd.

Sponsored by:  Fingal Dublin Chamber
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NOTICE OF RACE
1
ORGANISING AUTHORITY
1.1
The FINGAL CHALLENGE is organised by HYC Events Ltd., Harbour Road, Howth, Co. Dublin. Telephone: 832 2141. 


All entries and enquiries to be addressed to the Secretary.

1.2
Competitors are reminded that HYC Lambay Races, Skerries Regatta and Malahide Regatta require additional separate entries.

2
RULES AND ELIGIBILITY
2.1
Races will be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the prescriptions of the ISA, the rules of each class concerned and this Notice of Race except as modified by the Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto.

2.2
Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Race Committee.

2.3
Eligible boats are those in the Classes that comply with the relevant handicapping system, rules and the entry requirements.

2.4
It is strongly recommended that all boats carry VHF Radios.

3
CLASSES
3.1
Races will be provided for the classes listed below. Results will be provided for the categories specified.


Class
Class Flag
IRC
ECHO
Scratch
H’Cap


Class 1
No. 1
X
X


Class 2
No. 2
X
X


White Sail Cruiser
No. 4
X
X


Class 3
No. 3
X
X


Etchells
E


X


SB3
Class Flag


X


Puppeteer
A


X
X
3.2
Racing Area: Races will be sailed in the waters North of Howth. The starting area could be four miles from Howth Harbour.


4
SCHEDULE OF RACES: Cruiser Classes only
4.1 Cruiser Classes: 24th  May;  26th July (Gibney):  Warning signal 14:25    

7th June (see Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions for Lambay Races)
19th July (see Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions for Skerries Regatta). 
           9th August (see Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions for Malahide Regatta).
7th September (Sunday): Warning signal 10:25
SCHEDULE OF RACES: One Design Classes only

4.2 One Design  Classes:  10th May (2 races),  24th May (2 races),  21st June (2 races):  Warning signal 13:55.
10th August (Sunday – 2 Races): Warning signal 10:25. 

The warning signal for the second race on each date will be as soon as practical after the completion of the first race.
5
ENTRIES
5.1
Entries shall be made Online at www.hyc.ie or on the entry form and include the entry fee specified on the entry form. The entry fees are as follows:



Cruisers Classes:


€ 10.00



One Design Classes:

€ 10.00
5.2
Entries will be accepted for the full series only: Boats may not enter for individual races.

5.3
The closing date for entries will be Tuesday 6th May for One Designs and Wednesday 21st May for Cruisers.

5.4
Entries for Class 1, 2, 3 and White Sail Cruisers classes shall be accompanied by a copy of the current IRC and ECHO certificates as applicable.  

6
SCORING
6.1
The series will be scored as provided in appendix A of the racing rules using the Low Point System. Providing four or more races finish, one discard shall be allowed. Providing eight races are sailed two discards shall be allowed.  (Races without finishers shall be void).

7
SAIL NUMBERS/ IDENTIFICATION
7.I
Each boat shall show a distinguishing number on its spinnaker and on each side of the mainsail, which shall be the same number as declared on the Entry Form. Where relevant, the same number shall be shown on the genoa. Should a boat wish to change its sail number from that on the Entry Form, notice shall be given to the Race Officer before the warning Signal of the particular race concerned. 

7.2    Classes 1, 2, 3 and White Sail Cruisers shall fly the relevant class numeral pennant from the backstay. Any boat not doing so shall be disqualified. 

8
HANDICAPS

The following Handicap Data will be used in this event: -

8.1
Cruiser Classes 1, 2, 3 & White Sail: Boats will race under the relevant IRC Handicap System and/or the ECHO Handicap System. 

8.2 Cruisers will be divided into the following classes:  



Class 1 - IRC 0.971 and above;



Class 2 - IRC 0.910 to 0.970; 

           
Class 3 - IRC 0.909 and below. 

8.3     There will be no crew limitations under IRC.

8.4
For ECHO Handicap, any change in the normal helm shall be notified to the Race Committee in a timely fashion. Failure to fulfil this requirement will render a boat liable to a penalty. 

8.5
Handicaps may be updated during the series.

9
PRIZES
9.1
Overall Prizes will be awarded on the basis of average turnout as follows:


2 boats = 1st, 5 boats = 2nd, 8 boats = 3rd, 11 boats or more = 4th.


The following perpetual trophies will be awarded:

            
Centennial Trophy:
Overall: Awarded to the boat with the greatest margin over 2nd place and multiplying by the average number of starters in its class. IRC for Cruisers and Scratch for One Designs.

      
Commodore’s Cup:      
IRC Class 1

            
Commodore’s Cup:
IRC Class 2           


           
Commodore’s Cup:
IRC Class 3

            
Fingal Trophy:
ECHO Class 3


Howth Fleet Trophy No.1
Etchells, Scratch



Terry Lawless Trophy
Puppeteer, Scratch
9.2
The final prize giving will take place on a date to be arranged.

10
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
10.1
Sailing instructions and course cards will be available in HYC Marina Office from Tuesday 6th May.
11
MARINA BERTHS
11.1
Subject to availability a limited number of Marina berths will be offered free of charge to visiting competitors for one night on either the Friday or Saturday of each race. Competitors who wish to avail of this should give prior notice to the marina office (839 2777 or marina@hyc.ie) 
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ENTRY FORM
Send this form, together with cheque or credit card details and ECHO/IRC certificate to:
Secretary, HYC Events Ltd., c/o Howth Yacht Club, Harbour Road, Howth, Co. Dublin.
Class
______________________
Sail No.
_________________
Boat Name
_____________________________________

Owner  ________________________________________
Club  __________________________________________________

Address
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact No. 
_________________________________________
Fax
__________________________________________

Email
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cruiser Classes

Classes 1, 2 & 3 are allocated to classes on their IRC Certificate TCC and those competing in ECHO only are allocated to classes on their ECHO Standard, based on the class breakpoints listed below.


Class 1 :
0.971 and above
Class 2 :
0.910 to 0.970
Class 3 :
0.909 and below
Classes 1, 2, 3 & White Sails Cruisers to fill in the handicap information below

YES
NO
YES
NO


Do you have a current IRC Certificate?
Is a copy of your IRC cert. enclosed?


Are you registered with ISA for ECHO?
       Is a copy of your ECHO cert. enclosed?  
I enclose Laser / Credit Card details or cheque payable to Howth Yacht Club for the following:


Entry Fee – All Classes
€ 10.00




Visa,  Laser,  Mastercard,  American Express  - Number
Expiry Date
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I declare that:
I agree to be bound by ‘The Racing Rules of Sailing’ and by all other rules that govern this event. 

I agree to waive any claim for loss, damage or personal injury against Howth Yacht Club, Malahide Yacht Club, HYC Events Ltd. and any individual or body concerned with this event and to indemnify Howth Yacht Club, Malahide Yacht Club, HYC Events Ltd., their servants or agents, against all actions, proceedings, claims, costs and demands arising out of the organisation of this event.

I confirm that my boat carries adequate valid, third party, liability insurance cover.

ECHO Handicap Division only: I understand that the letter and spirit of ECHO requires that owners make the necessary disclosure where there has been a material change in their boat or regular crew and I undertake to comply with this requirement.

I acknowledge that use of a Howth Yacht Club marina berth is at my own risk.
Signed __________________________________________________ Date ____________________

Last dates for entry - Tuesday 6th May (One Design) / Wednesday 21st May (Cruisers).
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