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	HOWTH YACHT CLUB

Beneteau 31.7

Irish National Championships 2007

Organised by HYC Events Ltd.
Saturday 1st September & Sunday 2nd September
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Sponsored by

Aer Arann


SAILING  INSTRUCTIONS
1.  RULES

The regatta shall be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, the Prescriptions of the Irish Sailing Association, the Beneteau First 31.7 Ireland One Design Class Association Rules, the Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions which include Addendum ‘A’ and Addendum ‘B’. In the event of any conflict, the Sailing Instructions shall prevail. Particular attention is drawn to Article 13.2 regarding Crewing.

2.  NOTICE TO  COMPETITORS

Notices to competitors shall be posted on the Official Notice Board in the archway adjacent to the Marina Office. 

3.  CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

These Sailing Instructions may be changed by posting a notice not later than 0900, on the day on which it is to take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races shall be posted by 2000 on the day before it takes effect.

4. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

4.1
Signals made ashore shall be displayed from the flagpole at the top of the marina bridge.

4.2
Flag ‘AP’ under Beneteau Flag, when displayed ashore, indicates a race postponement. The warning signal shall be made not less than 60 minutes after the Flag ‘AP’ is removed. This changes RRS Race Signals.

5. SAFETY

· 5.1
Competitors must wear an adequate and securely fastened life jacket at all times whilst racing. A buoyancy aid does not meet this requirement. 
· 5.2
Competitors are reminded that Howth Harbour is also a commercial harbour from which fishing vessels operate. Competitors should not obstruct fishing vessels in Howth Sound or Harbour.

· 5.3
The speed limit within Howth Harbour is 3kts.

6. SCHEDULE OF RACES
6.1
Five (5) races are scheduled for the championship. 

	Date
	No. of Races Scheduled
	Time of first Warning Signal
	High Water Howth
	Height m.
	Low Water Howth
	Height m.

	Saturday 1st  September
	3
	1055
	0238

1504 
	4.4 m

4.1 m
	0832 

2049
	0.3m

0.4 m

	Sunday 2nd September
	2
	1055 
	0323 

1548
	4.2 m

3.9 m
	0918 

2140 
	0.5 m

0.7 m


6.2 
For back-to-back races, except for the first race of the day, Flag 'AP' may be displayed, to indicate that racing is about to begin. The Warning Signal for the next race shall be made 1 minute after it is removed.


No warning signal shall be made after 1425 on Sunday 3rd September.

7.  CLASS FLAG – No class flag required.

8.  RACING AREA   

Races will be sailed in the waters North of Howth.


Starts may be up to 4 miles North of Howth Harbour. 

9. PROHIBITED AREA   -  not applicable

10. THE COURSE

10.1 Signalling the Course: Courses may either be Windward-Leeward, Triangular or Round-the Cans. The course to be sailed shall be indicated by displaying the course flag not later than the Warning Signal on the starting mark boat:


Windward-Leeward Course: Flag ‘1’


Triangular Course: Flag ‘2’


Round-the Cans:  Flag ‘3’ and boards indicating course number.


The approximate magnetic bearing to Mark 1 may be displayed on the starting mark boat.

10.2 Windward-Leeward Course

Windward mark (1), a Wing mark (2), and a Leeward Mark (3). The order of rounding after the start shall be 1, 2, 3, 1, 2, 3, Finish. All marks shall be left to Port. See Course diagram in Addendum A.

10.3 Triangular Course

Windward Mark (1), a Gybe Mark (2) and a Leeward Mark (3). The order of rounding after the start shall be 1, 2, 3, 1, 3, Finish. All marks shall be left to Port. See Course Diagram in Addendum B.

10.4 Round-the-Cans Course

Round-the-Cans course as per special course card for Championship. This course card can be collected from the Race Office on registration.

11.  MARKS
11.1
Marks 1, 2 & 3 shall be dayglo orange inflatable buoys.  

11.2
The starting mark shall be a yellow cylindrical inflatable buoy.

11.3
The finishing mark shall be a red spherical buoy.

11.4
Round-the-Cans marks as described on special course card.

11.5
In the event that a mark is damaged or lost, a replacement mark may be of any type.

11.6
The starting and finishing marks and the Committee Boat are not marks of the course, except when starting or finishing. 

12. START AND FINISH LINE
12.1
The Starting line shall be between the red/white pole (or main mast) on the Committee Boat displaying an orange flag and the starting Mark.

12.2
The Finishing line shall be between the red/white pole (or main mast) on the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and the finishing Mark.

13.  THE START

13.1
Races shall be started in accordance with RRS 26, with the warning signal given 5 minutes before the start signal.

13.2
A boat that comes to the starting area and which fails to start within ten minutes of its valid starting signal shall be scored Did Not Start. This changes RRS A4.1

14.  RETIRALS

Any boat that intends to leave the race area before racing is finished, shall inform the committee boat (on VHF Ch. 77) or the race office as soon as possible afterwards.
15. SHORTENING AFTER START

The Race Officer may, at his discretion, shorten the course at any mark. The Race Officer may also shorten the course to one (1) round by the display of  Flag ‘F’ at Mark 3, accompanied by continuous sound signals. When Flag ‘F’ is displayed, boats after rounding Mark 3, shall sail to the Finish Line to finish. This changes Race Signals and RRS 32.

16.  TIME LIMIT

The time limit for the leading boat in each windward leeward or triangular type race shall be 100 minutes and for a round the cans type race 120 minutes. Boats failing to finish within 20 minutes after the leading boat has sailed the course and finished shall be scored Did Not Finish. This changes RRS 35 and A4.
17.  PROTESTS
17.1
A boat intending to protest shall inform the Race Officer immediately after racing, and wait for acknowledgment.

17.2
Protest forms are available at the Race Office. 

17.3
The protest box is in the Race Office. 

17.4
Protests shall be lodged within 90 minutes of the finishing time of the last boat to finish in the last race of the day. The protest time limit shall be posted on the event notice board

17.5
Protest hearing schedule shall be posted on the event notice board, to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named witnesses. It is the responsibility of competitors to make themselves available at the time and place indicated.

17.6
On the last day of racing, a party to the hearing may ask for a reopening within Protest Time for decisions given on the previous day or no later than 30 minutes after being informed of decisions given on that day. This changes RRS 66.

17.7
Competitors may be offered Arbitration instead of a hearing by the Protest Committee. In such Arbitration, all parties must agree to this method and having chosen it may not subsequently ask for a hearing by the Protest Committee. The Decision of the Arbitrator shall be final. The penalty for such protests shall be a 20% scoring penalty on their race score except that her race score shall not be worse than DSQ. This changes RRS 64.1(a)

18.  SCORING

18.1
The minimum number of races to constitute an event shall be 2.

18.2
When fewer than 5 races have been completed, a boat’s series score shall be the total of her race scores. 

19. RADIO COMMUNICATION

19.1
A boat shall neither make radio transmissions nor receive radio communications not available to all boats. This restriction also applies to mobile telephones.

19.2
The Race Committee may draw attention to Race Signals by announcement through VHF Channel 77. Boats which are OCS may be advised by the race committee on VHF. Failure to make or receive any VHF communication shall not be grounds for redress.

20. PRIZES

20.1 Overall Prizes


Prizes shall be awarded to the first three competitors in both Scratch and Handicap divisions. A competitor may not receive a Scratch and a Handicap prize. The Scratch prize shall take precedence.


Perpetual Trophies shall be presented to the winners in both Scratch and Handicap divisions. 

20.2 Race Prizes


Race prizes shall be awarded to the winners of each race in both Scratch and Handicap divisions (no more than one race prize shall be awarded per boat). 

20.3 Inspection


Boats winning day and overall prizes may be inspected to ensure compliance with class regulations.

21. Waste

21.1
Competitors are forbidden from disposing of waste overboard. Any boat whose crew is found to have infringed this rule shall be subject to disqualification from the Championship.
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Addendum B
Triangular Course
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