
Optimist Arctic Series 2006 - Day 2 - 5th March

The second four races of the Optimist Arctic Series were sailed at Howth YC on Sunday 5th March.  

Tim O’Laoire was in the lead after the first series of races but Diana Kissane was well placed with two first places already in the bag.   The ebbing spring tide in the cold north westerly breeze caused a lot of heartbreak at the windward mark but Diana threw down the gauntlet by winning the first race.  Tim was one of the windward mark casualties and could only recover to third place.  He reacted well to the challenge and fought back by winning the second and third races but Diana chased him to the line to finish second in both.  The last race was to be the decider and Diana drew on her light weather skills to secure another first place and overall victory.

Whilst the first two battled it out, the remainder of the sixteen boat entry enjoyed good racing and many are now much wiser about the strength of the tide in the Sound.  Scott Flanigan was very consistent in getting thirds and fourths to secure third place overall.  Conor Murphy was one of those struggling in the conditions and finished fourth ahead of Oliver Keenan and Lewis Eickholt.  Ali Dix found the conditions to her liking and was never worse than fifth but finished 7th overall due to two non-starts on the first day of the event.

With the assistance of Sean O’Laoire’s video of the racing, Gillian Guinness did a thorough debrief after coming ashore, as the sailors tucked into hot chocolate and snacks.  The prizes were then drawn for by way of a lottery amongst those who competed and the event winners had to wait with the rest and hope their number came out of the hat before the prizes were all gone.  Despite the array of  sailing knives, bags, torches and other goodies on offer, Diana Kissane chose the set of training dumb-bells when her number was drawn - a statement of intent for the coming season?

Thanks to all the helpers who made  the event possible, especially Kevin Darmody, whose initiative and enthusiasm has now seen the successful completion of the third winter of the Optimist Polar and Arctic Series.  Special credit must go to all of the sailors.  Despite the cold breeze on both days, they put on a great display of sailing skills and the strength of the HYC fleet across the age groups augurs well for both the coming and following seasons.
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Sail nr

Helm

Nett Points

Place

1153 

Diana Kissane

7.00 

1 

1141 

Tim O'Laoire

9.50 

2 

1155 

Scott Flanigan

16.75 

3 

1040 

Conor Murphy

28.00 

4 

1057 

Oliver Keenan

37.00 

5 

972 

Lewis Eickholt

50.00 

6 

1077 

Ali Dix

50.00 

7 

929 

Jack Burke

52.00 

8 

1162 

Jenny Andreason

52.75 

9 

93 

Fintan Hughes

55.00 

10 

876 

Tara Flood

58.00 

11 

1152 

Andrew Tyrrell

59.00 

12 

1166 

Meghan Darmody

59.00 

13 

1127 

Mark Condy

60.00 

14 

3357 

Padraig Finnegan

76.00 

15 

511 

Robert Ferris

94.00 

16 


Neil Murphy

Class Captain  

_1203622450.unknown

