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Dear Cat Sailor,

We’re all avid Cat sailors and as you know one of the primary Cat clubs in Ireland is Swords Sailing & Boating Club in Dublin. Currently we have nearly 20 Hurricane 5.9s which is a great and active class plus a few other types. 

It all started here about 12 years ago when we first made contact with our late friend Donny MacKay. Any of you who had the pleasure of meeting Donny was left in no doubt of his enthusiasm for sailing in general and specifically catamaran sailing. It is a tribute to his infectious enthusiasm that part of his legacy are the numbers of Cats sailing in SS&BC and indeed all over the country today.

To honour the man and his pay tribute to his great contribution in those early days, we are organising the Donny MacKay Memorial Trophy which is being held in the prestigious and friendly Howth Yacht Club in Dublin this June Bank Holiday 4th & 5th.

We’re currently working on the sailing instructions but essentially the format for the event is 3 races round the cans on Saturday with two separate fleets, one for Hurricane 5.9s and one for Fast Cats e.g. F18, Hobie Tiger/Fox, A-Class, Spitfire and Stelth. On Sunday there will be one race for all boats which, weather permitting, will be around Lambay Island and all the 5.9s can use their gennakers for this race!

It’s going to be a great weekend and a great spectacle and we’ve secured sponsorship from amongst other, HB Dennis who are agents for Volvo cars. Prizes will therefore be exclusive Volvo Ocean Racing gear e.g. jackets, bags and clothing – well worth winning!

Howth YC is a very impressive club boasting some excellent facilities but naturally any event will only be as successful as the number of competitors and so we’d appreciate as many of you as possible attending. We promise you some great sailing in a unique format with some great prices and great craic – what more could you want!!

So, come along and support the cause. Entry Forms and Sailing Instructions will be available on-line at http://www.hyc.ie/  by the end of this week and we’ll email you further information on that.

All the best,

The Organising Committee

June Bank Holiday Weekend 2005


4th & 5th June 2005
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