HOWTH  YACHT  CLUB

FINGAL  CHALLENGE  2003

Organised by HYC Events Ltd.  (In association with Malahide Yacht Club)

SATURDAY 31st MAY 2003 TO SATURDAY 30th AUGUST 2003
Sailing Instructions

                                                            RACE OFFICERS - Peter McKenna, Riain Timon

 Introduction

These sailing instructions do not apply to the races on the 7th June and the 9th August. On these dates the sailing instructions of HYC Lambay Race and MYC Regatta apply respectively.

1
RACING RULES AND ELIGIBILITY:

1.1


Races shall be sailed under the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), ISA Prescriptions, the Rules of each class concerned, the Notice of Race, these Sailing Instructions and any amendments thereto. 

1.2

Entries are accepted at the sole discretion of the Race Committee.

2
PROTESTS

Protests shall be written on official ISA Forms, which are available in the Clubhouse Bar and shall be lodged in the Protest Box, situated in the hallway of the clubhouse, within 24 Hrs of the end of the race concerned. Times of Protest hearings will be advised to the parties concerned. 
 

3
SCORING SYSTEM:

The series will be scored as provided in appendix A of the racing rules using the Low Point System.  Providing four or more races finish one discard shall be allowed (races without finishers will be void). Disqualification under RRS 2 is non discardable.
 

4
STARTING TIME LIMIT:

A boat shall not start later than 15 minutes after her valid starting signal.
 

5
ALTERATIONS TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS:

Flag "L" displayed on the Flagpole at the top of the Marina Bridge denotes that a change of Sailing Instruction has been made, details of which are posted on the Official Notice Board. Any change in the Sailing Instructions will be displayed at least 1.5 hours before the scheduled start of the first race so affected.
 

6
HINDERING OTHER BOATS:

Boats before starting or having finished shall be disqualified should they hinder boats racing. After finishing, boats shall not re-cross their finishing line. Boats having started and cleared their starting line shall not re-cross this line while other starts are in progress. The penalty for a breach of this Sailing Instruction is disqualification. This Sailing Instruction accordingly amends RRS 63.1 and competitor’s attention is drawn to the provision of RRS 64.1C. 
 

7
SAFETY:

The attention of all competitors is drawn to RRS Part 1 Fundamental Rules and the ISA Safety Booklet.
The Club draws the attention of all competitors in these races to the fact that the responsibility for the safety of competing boats and competitors lies solely with the said competitors.
 

8
NOTICE BOARDS:

The Official Notice Board is located in the lobby of Howth Yacht Club. The Results Board is in the archway at the Marina entrance to the Club. 
 

9
MEMBERSHIP:

All competitors are granted temporary membership of Howth Yacht Club on racing days, subject only to the provisions in the Club Rules for withdrawing or withholding said membership. 

                                                                                                                                               

10        
COURSES:

Courses shall be as per the FINGAL CHALLENGE 2003 Course Card. Courses will be signalled from the Committee Boat by means of numeral boards. (See details on Course Card).  

11        
COURSE DESIGNATION:                                                                                                                                 

RRS 27.1 is amended as follows: The course boards for each class will be displayed following its 5 minute warning signal and will be displayed for not less than 4 minutes before its start.
 

12
DESCRIPTIONS OF MARKS:

Marks are described on the Course Card.

13

RADIO COMMUNICATION:

The Committee Vessel will use Channel 37A as its working channel. Information broadcast on these channels shall not constitute outside assistance and shall not be the subject of any protest. Failure to broadcast any information shall not be the basis for any claim for redress. 


14  
DATES AND TIDE TIMES:

        

       RACE NO.                       
 
H.W.
           RACE NO.                                     H.W.

        
1
Saturday 31st May 


1236
                 
4   
Saturday 19th July
1633  


        
2  
Saturday 7th June 

1800



5 
Saturday 9th August 
0956  


3
Saturday 12th July
 
1104



6 
Saturday 30th August
1407

15
SCHEDULE OF RACES:



 Class                    Flag         Warning Signal
           Start


1                      
No. 1 
1500 
1505



2                     
No. 2 
1505
1510



3                     
No. 3 
1510
1515

                                 Puppeteer 22 
     A             
1515                      
1520

16       
STARTING SIGNALS:

Please note that for races no’s 1 3 4& 6 a Warning Signal will be made at 1500 and starts shall be in accordance with RRS 26. For Races no’s 2 & 5 see relevant Sailing Instructions.
 
17
TIME LIMIT:

The time limit for all classes shall be 1800. If a boat in a class finishes within this limit the time for that class shall be extended to 1830. RRS 35 is amended accordingly
In the event of a postponement or general recall the time limit shall be extended accordingly for the classes affected.
 

18 STARTING AREA:

The Starting Area will be North of Howth Harbour, Committee Boat "Free Enterprise" (or substitute).

Note: The Starting Area may be up to three miles from the Harbour.
 
                                                                                                                                                                                     19
STARTING LINE:

The Starting Line shall be between a red and white pole (or the main mast) on the Committee Boat and an orange buoy.

 

20
FINISHING LINE:

The Finishing Line shall be between the red and white pole (or the main mast) on the Committee Boat displaying a blue flag and an orange Finish Mark, which shall be left to port. Unless the course is shortened the Finishing line will be located approximately upwind of the last mark on the course

 

21
SHORTENING COURSES:

RRS 32 is amended in that the Race Officer may, at his discretion, shorten the course at any mark. 
2
2

